
FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

The Scandinavian Club of 

the Southeast Valley 

wishes to welcome all the 

new members who have 

joined us.  Those of us and 

spouses, who may or not be 

of the Scandinavian heri-

tage, are hoping you have a 

special evening of good food, good friends and an 

evening filled with great entertainment.   

It is a way for us to preserve our heritage and 

make new relationships with those who can say 

"you betcha" and not skip a beat.   

A special thank you to Gloria and Ken Egertson 

for all they did to make this a wonderful club and 

hope they haven't been too cold in their return to 

Iowa.   

We hope you will join us for our Heritage Dinner.  

We have a  great  dinner and fabulous entertain-

ment planned for you.  Put on your dancing shoes. 

Nancy Espy-Martin                                                  

Scandinavian Club 
 of the Southeast Valley 

Meeting at the Sun Lakes Country Club, Arizona Room 

 

COME JOIN WITH US ON         

SUNDAY, January 19TH 

Sun Lakes Country Club                           

25601 N. Sun Lakes Blvd.-Arizona Room  

  Social Hour 5:00       Potluck Dinner 6:00 

(bring your place settings)   Program at 7:00 

President                               Nancy Espy-Martin                      

Vice President                       Vacant                

Past President                      Maynard Iverson                                                   

Treasurer                              Jerry Johnson                   

Asst. Treasurer                    Carolyn Brown                   

Secretary                               Vacant                         

Two year term board members —-                          

Don Henke, Jerry Christenson                        

Darlene Knipping and Sue Jordan                                               

The following committees have been staffed by 

the president- 

Membership Chair  Carol Jacobsen           

Membership Asst.  Harriet Johnson            

Historian   Gordon Roen                 

Table setup/coordinator Sue Jordan                 

Newsletter Publisher Lyle Replogle              

Photographer    Lyle Replogle               

Publicity   Jerry Christenson     

Caring Committee   Jan Henke                   

Coffee Preparation  Curt/Lydia Larson  

Greeters   Harvey/Carol             

     Knudson

50/50 DRAWING 

To assist the club in expanding our program selec-

tions and to plan for some possible community out-

reach we will have a 50/50 drawing in January.  

Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5.   

DOBSON HIGH SCHOOL        

SINGERS 

The Dobson High School Singers will be with us 

on Sunday, January 19th.  Having given us such a 

rousing Madrigal performance for us in December 

of 2013, we look forward to having them with us 

once again.  The group is under the direction of 

Dr. Ron Carpenter.  You may want to read more 

about him at: 

http://scandinavianclubsev.wordpress.com/n

ews/dobson-high-singers-ron-carpenter/ 

If you missed their performance last year you can 

view some of it at: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8GGT7w

dzag&feature=youtu.be 

JANUARY 

2014 
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SOME OF OUR NEW MEMBERS 

We didn’t get a name.   

Can someone help with this one? 

Dave and Patricia Weitzel.  Dave was with 

us in November, but December was the first 

time Patricia was with us.  

Linda and Ken Nelsen 

Our newest COUPLE.  Ray Pfersdorf and 

Evelyn Sundman.  When introduced as new 

members, Ray proposed to Evelyn.     

New member Pat Corlew in the middle with 

Jan and Wenche Kvissel visiting from Lille-

hammer, Norway.  We were pleased to have 

Wenche give us a prayer in her native Nor-

wegian.   

Marty 

Roberts 

went 

home 

with $91.  

That was 

half of the 

ticket 

sales from 

the 50/50 

drawing.  

Thanks to everyone who participated.   
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Is it Scandinavian or Nordic? 

Have you ever been corrected in Finland when 

you called a Finn "Scandinavian"?  Or perhaps 

this has happened to you in Iceland? Is Denmark 

a Nordic country? Are the Danes actually Scandi-

navians? 

Although in the rest of the world the words 

"Scandinavian" and "Nordic" are happily used in 

similar manner and are interchangeable, in north-

ern Europe they are not. Europeans love to mag-

nify even the smallest difference between 

neighboring countries and you will probably be 

corrected if you don't use the words in their appro-

priate context. The problem comes when even 

Europeans themselves can't agree on the meaning 

of "Scandinavian" and "Nordic"... 

Where is Scandinavia: 

Geographically speaking, the Scandinavian penin-

sula is the area shared by Norway, Sweden and 

part of northern Finland. In this view, the Scandi-

navian countries would therefore focus only on 

Norway and Sweden. 

Linguistically, Swedish, Norwegian and Danish 

have a common word called "Skandinavien". That 

word refers to the ancient territories of the Norse-

men: Norway, Sweden and Denmark. This defini-

tion is considered to be the most commonly ac-

cepted definition of "Scandinavia". 

However, Iceland was also one of the Norsemen's 

regions. In addition, Icelandic belongs to the same 

linguistic family as Swedish, Norwegian and Dan-

ish. And so do the Faroe Islands. Therefore, you 

will find that many non-Scandinavian travelers 

connect Scandinavia to Sweden, Norway, Den-

mark, Finland and Iceland. 

And finally, Swedish is used partially in Finland 

just as Finnish is spoken in Norway and Sweden. 

Again, this gives a new, wider, definition which 

includes Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Iceland and 

Finland. 

Culturally and historically, the north of Europe 

has been the political playground of the kingdoms 

of Norway, Sweden and Denmark. 

Finland was a part of the kingdom of Sweden, and 

Iceland belonged to Norway and Denmark. Be-

sides a common history, politically and economi-

cally these five countries have followed a similar 

model known as the Nordic welfare state since the 

20th century. 

What are the "Nordic countries": 

In such a state of linguistic and geographical con-

fusion, the French came to help us all and in-

vented the term "Pays Nordiques" or "Nordic 

Countries", which has become a common term to 

bring together Scandinavia, Iceland and Finland 

under the same umbrella. 

The Baltic countries and Greenland: 

The Baltic countries are the three young Baltic 

republics of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. Nei-

ther the Baltic countries nor Greenland are con-

sidered Scandinavian or Nordic. However, there is 

a close relation between the Nordic countries and 

the Baltics and Greenland: The Baltic republics 

have been strongly influenced, culturally and his-

torically, by the Scandinavian countries. 

The same applies to Greenland, a territory which 

is closer to America than to Europe, but that be-

longs politically to the kingdom of Denmark. Half 

of Greenland's historical and cultural heritage is 

Scandinavian and therefore these strong ties often 

bring Greenland together with the Nordic coun-

tries. 

MAKE YOUR PLANS FOR THE  

FEBRUARY HERITAGE DINNER 

There will be Scandinavian artifacts and memora-

bilia.  There will be music provided by Sylvia 

Jorgensen and Carl Nyberg. 

AND, there will be a super meal of pineapple 

baked pork with Salmon served with beans al-

mondine, a garden salad and rolls with carrot 

cake for desert.  All this for only $20. 

TICKETS AVAILABLE ON SUNDAY 
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Scandinavian Club Online 

With the advent of the digital age, there has been 

a change in how we record the history of the Club.  

Photos are no longer available in printed form and 

a new approach needs to be taken to have a record 

of our Club meetings.   

To address this change, a web site has been estab-

lished on Word Press.  While not a typical web 

site, it provides a place to store not only photos 

but also copies of Newsletters.  In addition, pages 

can be created that can inform members of Club 

calendars, news and activities. 

We also plan on adding internet links that may be 

of interest to those of Scandinavian Heritage.  If 

you have a link that might be enjoyed by others,  

submit it to scandinavianclubsev@gmail.com.   

We have a large number of print photos from 

years past.  If there is interest, we may have these 

photos scanned for inclusion into the Word Press 

site. 

While still needing additional updating, es-

pecially of digital photos, the site can be 

viewed at: 

www.Scandinavianclubsev.wordpress.com    

If viewing online simply click the above line. 

Claiming Your History 

How to Incorporate Your Past Into 

Your Present 
 

"By the way we speak, we can show the value of 

the history of our own lives. By recording and re-

membering,  collecting and researching, we can 

bring that history into our own stories. We, too, 

can make a certain claim on the past, instead of 

letting it slip out of recorded memory and away 

from us forever." - Tracy Whittington.  

  

If you are looking for inspiration and ways to dis-

cover and understand your past, this book is for 

you. Ms. Whittington also places emphasis on 

valuing our own history and includes many tips/

ideas for doing so. Her writing style according to 

Amazon reviews is "light, entertaining and fun.”  

  

The e-book is organized into four chapters: Gene-

alogy, Heirlooms; Home; and Traditions. Each 

deals with the past of our ancestors as well as our 

own present lives. If you have not explored your 

family history and do not consider yourself a gene-

alogist, she has many tips to get you started. If 

you have worked on your genealogy already, there 

are still many fun and useful tips to be had....like 

who would think of having an 'heirloom shower"  

for a bride to be!  

 

Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter editor 

referred to this book as an idea-book, and noted 

that it worked well to read just a few pages at a 

time, ruminate, then figure out how to incorporate 

a few new ideas in one’s own daily life.  

(approximately 256 pages) may be purchased for 

$3.99 as a Kindle eBook from 

www.amazon.com, search for “Claiming your 

history”, or click below:  

http://www.amazon.com/Claiming-Your-

History-Incorporate-Present-ebook/dp/

B00ASBP2Q8/ref=sr_1_1?

ie=UTF8&qid=1389731613&sr=8-

1&keywords=claiming+your+history 

Simply click above to go to Amazon.                   

(you can review some of the content at that site).  

 

This from The Posten, The Sons of Norway, De-

sert Fjord Lodge in Scottsdale,. 

Editors Note-  You can read Kindle books on your 

computer.   

From Roger Rodeberg    

Somewhere in a Norwegian community in Min-

nesota is a high school cheer that goes like this: 

Lutefisk, Lutefisk                                           

Lefse, Lefse                                                            

We can beat Roosevelt                                          

Ya sure ya betcha. 

A message from Craig Thorsen   

“I am Norwegian and speak a little Bokmal.  I'd 

be interested in meeting others who might want 

to study the language, maybe read some Norwe-

gian magazines or books and talk about it.”  

 Bokmål ([ˈbuːkmɔːl], literally "book tongue") is 

an official written standard for the Norwegian 

language, alongside Nynorsk. Bokmål is the pre-

ferred written standard of Norwegian for 85–

90%[1] of the population in Norway, and is the 

standard most commonly taught to foreign stu-

dents of the Norwegian language.                      

Contact Craig at:  craig.thorsen@gmail.com   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA_for_Swedish_and_Norwegian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norwegian_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norwegian_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nynorsk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bokm%C3%A5l#cite_note-Vikor-1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norway

